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The Education Resources Information Center (ERIC) is an online digital library of education 
research and information.  
 
ERIC is sponsored by the Institute of Education Sciences of the United States Department of 
Education.  
 
The mission of ERIC is to provide a comprehensive, easy-to-use, searchable, Internet-based 
bibliographic and full-text database of education research and information for educators, 
researchers, and the general public.  
 
This guide will provide further understanding of the library, the material included and how to 
search for it.  
 
 
 

Searching 
 

You can either search the Collection or the Thesaurus. 
 
 

 
 
 

Search within over 1.1 million 

citations covering research 

documents, journal articles, 

technical reports, program 

descriptions and evaluations in the 

field of education. 

Before 

starting 

your search 

take a look 

at the ERIC 

search tips.   

Select “Peer reviewed only” to get evaluated 

articles.  

Select “Full text” to only get results with 

available full text.  
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 Your search terms will cover all the key ERIC fields: title, author, source, abstract and 
descriptor.  

 A search by ISBN, ISSN or IES Grant/Contract Number can also be entered directly into 
the search box. 

 Use quotes to group words into specific phrases. 

 Use AND/OR to limit the search, with parentheses if required. 

 You can exclude search terms (e.g. Sports – football). 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 The ERIC Thesaurus contains about 12.000 terms including Descriptors and Synonyms.  

 There are also hundreds of Dead terms which are no longer used as Descriptors but 
remain in the Thesaurus to aid in searching older records. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The ERIC Thesaurus 

is a list of terms 

representing research 

topics in the field of 

education. 

Browse 

terms by 

alphabetical 

order or by 

category.  

Select these terms when you want to 

search with all the possible relative 

words, including “Dead terms” that 

are no longer used as Descriptors 

but remain in the Thesaurus to aid in 

searching older records. 
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Browsing 
 

 
 

Relevant term. 

Dead term. 

Synonyms.  
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If you are not sure about the term you can always browse the terms in the Thesaurus, either by 
letter or by category.  

 
 

 
 
 
Search Results 

 

 

Click here to save the 

results or export them 

to a pdf.  

Use this to 

view the 

journal’s 

external site. 

“Peer reviewed”: the 

article is evaluated by 

other academics in a 

relevant field.  

Chosen 

category 

Circled dead terms, used 

for old texts.  

Circled key 

ERIC search 

fields.  
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If the search results are not what you were looking for you can immediately modify the search 
selecting different options within the fields.  
 
 
ERIC has seven key searchable fields:  

 
 

 Publication date 

 Descriptor 

 Source 

 Author 

 Publication type 

 Education level 

 Audience 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Click here to open 

the article in pdf 

form and download 

it. 

Select descriptors to 

view relative terms.  

Brief summary of the 

text.   
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Viewing and saving documents 
 
Using Firefox:  
 

 
 
Using Internet Explorer:  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

If you need further help please contact the Online Library 
 

 
+44 (0)20 7862 8478 (between 09.00 and 17.00 UK time) 

 OnlineLibrary@shl.lon.ac.uk 
http://onlinelibrary.london.ac.uk/about/contact-us 

Use this control 

to go to a specific 

page. 

Use this control 

to zoom in and 

out.  

Click here to 

print the file. 

Click here to 

download the 

file. 

Use this control to 

zoom in and out.  

 

Use this control to go to 

a specific page. 

 

Click here to print 

the file. 

 
Click here to 

download the 

file. 
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